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THE REGULAR MEETING OF THE COUNCIL OF THE COUNTY OF MAUI, STATE OF
HAWAII, WAS HELD ONLINE ONLY VIA BLUEJEANS, ON FRIDAY, MARCH 18, 2022,
BEGINNING AT 9:00 A.M., WITH CHAIR ALICE L. LEE PRESIDING.

COUNCIL CHAIR ALICE L. LEE: Will the Maui County Council regular Council meeting of
March 18, 2022, please come to order.

Good morning, Members.

Roll call, Mr. Clerk.

ROLL CALL

DEPUTY COUNTY CLERK JAMES G.M. KRUEGER: Chair, proceeding with roll call.
Members should state who, if anyone, is present with them as part of roll call.

Councilmember Shane Sinenci.

COUNCILMEMBER SINENCI: Aloha kakahiaka kakou my Maui hikina. Aloha na Poalima to
our Chair and fellow Councilmembers. For the record, we are at the Hana Cultural
Center with my EA Dawn Lono.

CHAIR LEE: Good morning, Mr. Sinenci. The greeting this morning is dzien dobry, dzien
dobry from Poland.

COUNCILMEMBER SINENCI: Hi. Dzien dobry. Chair.

CHAIR LEE: Thank you.

DEPUTY COUNTY CLERK: Councilmember Mike Molina.

COUNCILMEMBER MOLINA: Aloha and dzien dobry, Madam Chair, and my colleagues, and
everyone else joining us for our Council meeting today. For the record, I'm transmitting
from my home in Makawao, and my wife Is In the next room. Aloha.
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CHAIR LEE: Aloha.

DEPUTY COUNTY CLERK; Councilmember Kelly Takaya King.

COUNCILMEMBER KING: Dzien dobry, aloha kakahiaka, and Happy Women's History
Month to everybody. I just, I just got this in the mail, so I \wanted to see if, to share this
with everybody. Women belong in all places where decisions are being made.

CHAIR LEE: Of course. Of course.

COUNCILMEMBER KING; So that's to our, our majority women Council and, and the men
who support us. And ! am actually at my district office today and knocking on wood
that everything works. And a day late with my green background, but happy to be here.
And I, I have two staff members out in the lobby not in the room with me, Ellen McKinley
and Daniel Kanahele.

CHAIR LEE: Very good. Good morning.

DEPUTY COUNTY CLERK: Councilmember Gabe Johnson.

COUNCILMEMBER JOHNSON: Good morning, Chair. Good morning, Councilmembers.
Dzien du, dzien dobry to all of you. I am alone in my space on Lanai. Happy for,
looking forward to a great meeting. And Friday's here, the weekend is almost here, so
ready to go.

CHAIR LEE: Good morning.

DEPUTY COUNTY CLERK: Councilmember Tamara Paltin.

COUNCILMEMBER PALTIN: Dzien dobry. Pryvit. Aloha kakahiaka kakou. Broadcasting
live and direct from the Old Lahaina Center, Room 205 with my EA Angela Lucero and
Christian Balagso. And we're all more than six feet apart from each other. Aloha.

CHAIR LEE: Aloha.

DEPUTY COUNTY CLERK: Councilmember Yuki Lei Sugimura.

CHAIR LEE: Excused.

COUNCILMEMBER SUGIMURA; I'm right here.

CHAIR LEE: Oh, you are?
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COUNCILMEMBER SUGiMURA: Yeah. Sorry, I just walked into the office. I'm on the eighth
floor at the County Building. I hope there's more than just me on this floor. I don't know
yet. But good morning, everybody. International greeting, thank you, Alice Lee. I didn't
hear what it is. It's a beautiful day in Wailuku.

CHAIR LEE: Dzien, dzien dobry. Dzien dobry.

COUNCILMEMBER SUGIMURA: Dzien dobry. Dzien dobry. And Miki Yokouchi is in the
other side of this office, you all know is more than six feet away. Good morning,
everybody.

CHAIR LEE: Good morning.

DEPUTY COUNTY CLERK: Presiding Office Pro Tempore Tasha Kama.

COUNCILMEMBER KAMA: Aloha kakahiaka. Chair. And dzien, dzien dobry to my fellow
colleagues. I am here in my workspace, and I am alone. And good morning to
everyone out there in Akaku land.

CHAIR LEE: Good morning.

DEPUTY COUNTY CLERK: Council Vice-Chair Keani Rawlins-Fernandez.

VICE-CHAIR RAWLINS-FERNANDEZ: Aloha kakahiaka. Chair, my Molokai nui a Hina. I'm
at the Molokai District Office, and with me on the other side of the office is our Molokai
community outreach specialist Zhantell Lindo. Dzien dobry kakou and hauoii Poalima.

CHAIR LEE: Good morning.

DEPUTY COUNTY CLERK: And Council Chair Alice L. Lee.

CHAIR LEE: Dzien dobry, my colleagues and everyone watching and listening. I am here in
my workspace alone.

PRESENT: COUNCILMEMBERS SHANE M. SINENCI, MICHAEL J.
MOLINA, GABRIEL JOHNSON, KELLY T. KING, TAMARA A.M.
PALTIN, NATALIE A. KAMA, YUKI LEI K. SUGIMURA,
VICE-CHAIR KEANI N.W. RAWLINS-FERNANDEZ, AND
CHAIR ALICE L. LEE.

EXCUSED: NONE.



Regular Meeting of the Council of the County of Maui
March 18, 2022
Page 4

DEPUTY COUNTY CLERK; Chair, there are nine Members present. A quorum is present to
conduct the business of the Council.

For the record, I am Deputy County Clerk James Krueger. Also present from the Office
of the County Clerk are County Clerk Kathy Kaohu; and Legislative Division staff Joyce
Murashige and Lauren Saldana.

Joining the meeting from the Department of the Corporation Counsel is Corporation
Counsel Moana Lutey.

CHAIR LEE: Alright, our opening remarks will be provided by Councilmember Molina.

OPENING REMARKS

The opening remarks were offered by Councilmember Mike Molina.

CHAIR LEE: Thank you, Member Molina. That was so beautiful and so relevant. Thank you.

And now, Members, please join me with the Pledge of Allegiance to the flag.

PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE

The Members of the Council rose and recited the Pledge of Allegiance.

CHAIR LEE: Members, I'd like to ask everyone to please, well, before we proceed with today's
agenda, may I please request that everyone keep their microphones muted unless it’s
your turn to speak. Decorum shall be maintained at all times.

SET THE CONSENT CALENDAR

CHAIR LEE: At this time, we will set the Consent Calendar. As a reminder the calendar can
be still adjusted even after it is set. Are there any requested changes to the Consent
Calendar at this time? No changes? Okay.

Any objections to setting the Consent Calendar?



Regular Meeting of the Council of the County of Maui
March 18, 2022

Page 5

MEMBERS VOICED NO OBJECTION.

CHAIR LEE: Okay, no objections. So, ordered. No, so ordered. The Consent Calendar is
set.

Mr. Clerk, please proceed with testimony. There are no resolutions today.

DEPUTY COUNTY CLERK; Chair, proceeding with the presentation of testimony on agenda
items. Members of the public may testify by connecting to the Council’s online meeting
by phone or video conference through the information posted on today's agenda.

Individuals connected by phone are currently on mute and will be unmuted when it is
their time to testify, individuals connected by video conference should keep both their
video and microphones off and should turn them on only when it is their time to testify.

Testimony is limited to the items listed on the agenda. Individuals may testify for three
minutes per item. When testifying, please state your name and the name of any
organization you represent, as well as the items on which you will be testifying. Please
also identify to the Council if you are a paid lobbyist.

After your testimony has concluded, please disconnect from BlueJeans. Once the
testimony period is closed, only the Councilmembers, staff, and designated resource
persons will be connected to the meeting. All other individuals will be disconnected.
The remainder of the meeting can be viewed on Akaku Maui Community Media
Channel 53, or on mauicounty.legistar.com. Individuals may also be disconnected
from the meeting at any time for breaking decorum.

Chair, the first individual we have signed up to testify is Justin Hughey. To be followed
by Liko Wallace.

CHAIR LEE: Good morning, Mr. Hughey.

PRESENTATION OF ORAL TESTIMONY

MR. JUSTIN HUGHEY (testifying on Resolution No. 22-84):

Good morning. My name is Justin Hughey. I'm speaking in strong support of
Resolution 22-84. I'm a public school teacher who was lucky enough to purchase the
first Na Hale 0 Maui affordable home. Dream come true. Making one the lowest
salaries, teacher's salaries in the country when factoring in the cost of living, I found
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myself working nights at Sansei Seafood Restaurant to be able to afford rent and live
paycheck to paycheck. 37 Poniu Circle sold for about 650,000 brand new, roughly
30 years ago, went into foreclosure, and Na Hale  O Maui purchased, purchased it. I
bought it for 275,000. Most developers who promise to provide affordable housing to
develop luxury homes don't truly provide affordable homes. My mortgage is $1300. I
pay less for a 3-bedroom, 3-bath, two-story house than what I was paying for a one-
bedroom apartment.

Hawaii doesn't have a teacher-recruitment problem. It has a. it has a retention problem.
This is because their school district is the only one in the country that doesn't use
property taxes to fund public education. In the book "Hawaii Pono", the public school
system has been suffering from dilapidated buildings, too few teachers, meager
funding since 1911.

Because of Na Hale O Maui, 1 was able to afford to stay here and continue teaching. 1
met my wife, and after purchasing a home, and now she teaches at Maui High, and we
have two children. Please pass this resolution and in the future, provide Na Hale O
Maui with as much money or land as possible. Developers, I mean, developments like
Spencer Homes are great, but those were only affordable for the individuals who
bought them. Na Hale O Maui is affordable in perpetuity. Thus, if 1 sell my home, it
will be affordable to the next family in need. And the need on Maui for affordable
housing is overwhelming. Our communities need so much more. Thank you.

CHAIR LEE: Thank you, Mr. Hughey. Any questions, Members?

Yes, Member Sinenci.

COUNCILMEMBER SINENCI: Mahalo, Chair. And aloha, Mr. Hughey. Mahalo for your
testimony this morning. I, I understand that Hana school, we do have a couple cottages
here for teachers that, that require housing. ! was just wondering, is there anything like
that available for teachers in Central Maui?

MR. HUGHEY: Not to my knowledge. And if it is, it's too far, too few.

COUNCILMEMBER SINENCI: Okay.

MR. HUGHEY: Yeah, it's . . . 1 mean, these homes that are on, that are there, they . . . help
all this teachers, or at the school I teach at. You know, it's, so, I mean, it, this is better
than nothing. But we need to do so much more. So, so much more.

COUNCILMEMBER SINENCI: Okay. Thanks Justin.
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MR. HUGHEY: Yeah, any time.

CHAIR LEE; Okay, I see Member Kama, then Member King.

COUNCILMEMBER KAMA: Thank you, Chair. Good morning, Justin. It's been a while. So
good to see you.

MR. HUGHEY: Aloha.

COUNCILMEMBER KAMA: So, my question is, you know, you were one of the first. What
year was that that you first bought your home?

MR. HUGHEY: I believe it was 2010. Yeah, I think it was 2010.

COUNCILMEMBER KAMA: Thank you. Thank you, Chair.

CHAIR LEE: Okay. Member King.

COUNCILMEMBER KING: Thank you, Chair. Aloha, Mr. Hughey. Thank you for your
testimony. 1 think it's great when people who have affordable housing support the
affordability in perpetuity, cause a lot of people, once they get into affordable housing,
they want that equity. But 1 wanted to ask you, what, since this is the, since the
resolution you're testifying on has to do with dispensation of outstanding real property
taxes, does, did you have outstanding real property taxes on that home?

MR. HUGHEY: No. I'm, outstanding, I mean, if there was, it would've, maybe it was, maybe
there was but the, the association payment, but nothing came my way.

COUNCILMEMBER KING: Okay, so this doesn't necessarily directly affect you, but you're
just testifying in general?

MR. HUGHEY: Right.

COUNCILMEMBER KING: Okay. ! appreciate that, really. And, and I love your t-shirt.

MR. HUGHEY: Yeah, well, I mean, this is, again, this was a dream come true. This was a
miracle, you know, for any teacher that, that tries to work here, you know, on a, just the
worst salary in the country. You know, I broke my back working two, two jobs for
10 years and, you know, I always thought of myself, what am I doing here, cause-

COUNCILMEMBER KING: Right.
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MR. HUGHEY; --public education is not valued. But this allowed me to stay here. And this
allowed me, even though I couldn't, my wife and I could make $77,000 more in like
Washington State, this still allowed us to stay and teach. And my wife is . . .

COUNCILMEMBER KING: Yeah, it's not necessarily the worst salary in the country, but
comparatively to our cost of living.

MR. HUGHEY: Compared to, any district, with the cost of living, it's the worst.

COUNCILMEMBER KING: Right.

MR. HUGHEY: And it's because our State Constitution never factored in property taxes to
pay for public education, so it's always been a problem. And that's-

COUNCILMEMBER KING: That's another conversation. But I would love to talk to you about
that sometime, because, you know, that's-

MR. HUGHEY: Well, that's a big problem. And the kids deserve better. And teachers deserve
housing, just like everyone else.

CHAIR LEE: Thank you, Mr. Hughey. Any more questions?

Member Sugimura.

COUNCILMEMBER SUGIMURA; Thank you. Nice seeing you, Justin. Great story, I love it.
Now, tell us, the other part is if you decide to leave, you and your wife and your two
children, what would happen to your house? That's the questions.

MR. HUGHEY: So, the, the, the person that bought  a house right after me and then sold it,
you do have shared equity. You do get, you do get equity the longer you stay in the
house. So, the person that sold the house right after mine, I think made $7,000 more.
But the whole, the whole point is that you're not going to just flip it and make a ton of
money, you know. I own, I own the house, Na Hale  O Maui owns the land. It's a
99-year lease with an option for another 99 years. I can give, I can give the house to
my kids. But, you know, it's, and you know, when there was, when I was first pre
approved buyer, there was about 15 people on the list. It got to a different family. They
didn't want to put a single guy in there. But I ended up being the only person that saw
the value and could qualify. So, I would sell it to another family, and I would probably
make probably 7 or $10,000 more than what I paid for it.
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But, you know, all that money's going somewhere. When, when you're paying 1400 or
$2000 for a one bedroom, and it's just gone, and that's half your salary as a public
school teacher. It doesn't make any sense to, to stay here and teach here when, when
you can have a home and you can, you can have a bank account and not have to work
a second job. And there's so many people suffering. It's ridiculous.

COUNCILMEMBER SUGIMURA: Thank you so much.

MR. HUGHEY: Yeah.

CHAIR LEE: Any more questions, Members? If not, thank you, Mr. Hughey.

MR. HUGHEY: Aloha. Thank you.

DEPUTY COUNTY CLERK: The next individual we have signed up to testify is Liko Wallace.
To be followed by Fay Pacheco.

MS. LIKO WALLACE (testifying on Committee Report No. 22-26):

Good morning, Councilmembers. Nice to see all your smiling faces this morning. I’m
excited to talk story with you guys on behalf of the things that is being proposed for the
Charter amendments. I would like to speak on item CR 22-26, Proposal 1, from the
Charter amendment district voting.

1 do not agree that it should be put on the ballot. The reasons that I feel, as I had sent
the first time, said the first time i spoke was basically, 1 feel that our voices will not be
heard. We will not be represented in a, in a way that we need to be. That we live in a
unique style here, very different from almost everywhere you can think of on Maui. And
I know there's a lot of people, you know, in sharing the information with others, I know
they all share the same sentiment as me. But a lot of them are too shy or shame to,
or just feel uncomfortable coming on and speaking to you guys. So, I know I speak for
more than myself. And I just want to encourage you guys to stick with not putting
Proposal 1 on the ballot.

1 also wanted to encourage to create the Department of ‘Oiwi Resources, Proposal 8.
to be put on the ballot. 1 feel it would give our County a better perspective and
understanding of what we stand for, what our values are, our priorities. And it would
help you guys to help protect both our environment and our culture, as, as we have in
the past. Just giving you guys better resources to understand what is on, at-hand.
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And then lastly, I also wanted to speak on behalf of Proposal 6, which would include
Kalaupapa as part of our County, removing it from the Department of Health and
allowing them to be a part of us, instead of separate as they have been treated all
along.

Thank you so much. I've been praying for you guys that you will really take to heart
what our island is speaking on behalf of. And pray that you will take into consideration
what we have to say. Thank you so much.

CHAIR LEE: Thank you for joining us this morning. Members, are there any questions? If
not, thank you. And thank you for praying for us, cause we need it.

MS. WALLACE; Definitely, I know. We are required to pray for our leaders. Thank you again
and have a blessed day.

CHAIR LEE: Thank you. You too.

MS. WALLACE: Thank you.

CHAIR LEE: Mr. Clerk.

DEPUTY COUNTY CLERK: The next individual signed up to testify is Fay Pacheco. To be
followed by U'ilani Tanigawa Lum. Fay Pacheco, it is your turn to testify.

CHAIR LEE: We can't hear you.

COUNCILMEMBER PALTIN: Somebody gotta unmute her.

CHAIR LEE: Okay.

MS. FAY PACHECO (testifying on Committee Report No. 22-26):

Can you hear me?

CHAIR LEE: Yes, now we can.

MS. PACHECO: Okay, great, great. Okay, my name is Fay Pacheco and I live on Molokai.
I'm here to testify on CR 22-26. This is on behalf of not allowing the proposal to be on
the ballot. Also, I would like to propose, Proposal 8, I would like to, 1 would like to.
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Yes, yes, Proposal 1, I would like to approve that. I mean, I would like to have you
allow that to happen. What's that? Okay. Sorry, I'm just going all over the place. Sorry
about that. I haven’t testified for a long time, because I get so nervous on it. But I just
needed to let you know about Proposal 8, that I would like to have the Department on
the ‘Oiwi Resources. See, I'm going all over the place. Sorry again, to allow that to
happen. And the reason for that is that I think that we need to protect our environment
and our culture.

The, the re, okay.

MS. WALLACE; You don't want that.

MS. PACHECO: Okay, let me go back again. Item CR 22-26, sorry about that. I don't want
that to be on the ballot, okay. And the reason for that is that I feel that Molokai's voices
would be watered down by that. So, don't allow that. And I think that's it. Sorry about
that. Thank you very much.

CHAIR LEE: No, we're just happy that you were able to speak to us today. Thank you for
joining us. Members, questions?

Member Paltin.

COUNCILMEMBER PALTIN: Thank you. Chair. Thank you, Ms. Pacheco, for your testimony
today. I just want to make sure I understand what you're saying.

MS. PACHECO: Okay.

COUNCILMEMBER PALTIN; You like the Department of ‘Oiwi Resources, and you want it
on the ballot?

MS. PACHECO: Yes.

COUNCILMEMBER PALTIN: You don't want the district voting and you don't want that on
the ballot?

MS. PACHECO; Correct. Correct.

COUNCILMEMBER PALTIN: Okay, right on. Thank you.

MS. PACHECO: Thank you.
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CHAIR LEE: Members, any more questions? If not, thank you so much, Ms. Pacheco

Oh, one more question. Member King.

COUNCILMEMBER KING: Thank you. Thank you for your, your testimony. Fay and, and
Liko. But 1 just wanted to find if people understand that what we're voting on with 22-26
is the whole package, not individual.

MS. PACHECO: Oh, okay, okay, okay.

COUNCILMEMBER KING: So, it's either all of its yes or all of it's no, whatever's on that, in
the pack of Charter amendments. That's just for you, your information and those who
are coming after you.

MS. PACHECO: Okay, great. Thank you.

COUNCILMEMBER KING: Thank you.

CHAIR LEE: Member Kama.

COUNCILMEMBER KAMA: Thank you. Chair. Thank you for being here, Ms. Pacheco. So,
I am just, what you told your response to Member Paltin, that you like No. 1, you don't
like No. 1. You like No. 8. But in the end, as Member King has said, that it's all-or-

nothing, and in the package, the Council did agree to delete No. 1 and we are
supporting No. 8. So, that satisfies you?

MS. PACHECO: That's great. Thank you. Yes.

COUNCILMEMBER KAMA: Thank you.

MS. PACHECO: Thank you.

CHAIR LEE: Thank you. Member Kama. Any more questions? If not, thank you so much.
And we'll see, have a nice weekend. Bye.

MS. PACHECO: Thank you. Bless you guys.

CHAIR LEE: Thank you.

COUNCILMEMBER KAMA: God bless you.

CHAIR LEE: Mr. Clerk.
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DEPUTY COUNTY CLERK: The next person signed up to testify is U'ilani Tanigawa Lum.
To be followed by Cindy Manaois.

MS. U'lLANI TANIGAWA LUM (testifying on Committee Report No. 22-26):

Aloha mai kakou. So nice to see you. My name is U'ilani Tanigawa Lum, and I am a
kupa of this wonderful community. I am also an attorney and a mom. Mahalo for the
opportunity to testify today. And I'm here in my personal capacity as a member of this
community, and I'm testifying in strong support of agenda item 22-26, and in particular
the 8th proposal that would establish the Department of ‘Oiwi Resources.

And hui kala mai, I realize you are all voting on the entire agenda item, as a package.
But I'd like to highlight a bit here on the 8th proposal, if that's okay with you folks? So,
as a hula practitioner, I reflect, I reflected on my educational journey, and sort of traced
it back to my time here on Maui. And in getting my Bachelors and Masters Degree in
Hawaiian Studies, I realized that what fueled my passion for justice was a simple
question. And that was, why was, or maybe why is it so hard to practice our culture in
our homeland? And as many of you agree, foundational cultural practices like hula are
often marketed as a tool for entertainment. But I found that in fact our practitioners
offer us an incredible resource. They're the experts of aina, experts in resource
management, and so much more.

At bottom, to me at least, these practices are an integral part of who we are as kanaka
maoli, and therefore, as Maui nui. And for me, it's foundational to what I do in my

career. This Department of ‘Oiwi Resources will not only take much needed steps to
remove barriers to practicing our culture, but it would also take proactive bold
leadership to support the experts of this place. And as an attorney, I have the privilege
of working at the Ka Huli Ao Center for Excellence in Native Hawaiian Law, where a
part of my kuleana includes coordinating trainings, including trainings for our
Department of Hawaiian Home Lands beneficiaries, as well as trainings for, in Native
Hawaiian Law, as many of you are familiar with.

And one of the most consistent pieces of feedback that we get from folks is how much
there is to learn in Native Hawaiian Law and that there is a critical need to educate
more and have more advanced courses. To be honest, our small team is consistently

fielding requests for training and education around Native Hawaiian Law. Folks also
ask for concrete tools to operationalize kuleana under these important laws. And I
mention this to emphasize the need. There is a need for leadership, collaboration,
education, and advocacy not just for our cultural practices and practitioners, but for
Native Hawaiian Law. And to be honest, I see a number of issues coming to a head
on our island. And I think education at the outset and communication at the outset is

key.
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Gratefully, we are past the point where culture is an added after thought and sprinkled
for good fun. It's central to our way of life. And I would venture to say that Native
Hawaiian Law and its cultural . . . kala mai. I'll, I'll wrap up here. Our, its cultural
underpinnings affect each of our County's departments. So, in short, this office will
have generational impacts. It would be a crucial step to identifying barriers, closing
loopholes, and seeking pono, balance for our practitioners. County, and aina aloha.
So, mahalo for all your work and all you do on behalf of our aina aloha and our
community. Mahalo for your time. So nice to see you folks. Aloha.

CHAIR LEE: Thank you. Members, questions? No questions? Thank you very much
Ms. Lum.

Mr. Clerk.

DEPUTY COUNTY CLERK: The next individual signed up to testify is Cindy Manaois. To be
followed by Kerri-Lyn Abarra.

MS. CINDY MANAOIS (testifying on Committee Report No. 22-26):

Hi.

CHAIR LEE: Hi.

MS. MANAOIS: Good morning, Councilmembers. My name is Cindy Manaois. I am testifying
on agenda CR dash, CR 22-26. Mahalo for listening to ourtestimony at the Committee
and voting to recommend to the Charter Commission that Proposal 1 to establish
district voting and re-apportionment committee not be sent to the ballot. This proposal,
this proposed Charter amendment makes me feel like you're taking my voice away and
not giving me the right to cast my vote for the entire Maui County Councilmembers who
makes decisions that represent all of Maui County. Voting gives us, the people, the
power to decide who we want to represent us. That right should not be taken away
from me.

I am also in support of sending Proposal 8, to create a Department of ‘Oiwi Resources
to the ballot for the same reasons that U'i had just stated.

I also support Proposal 6, to include Kalaupapa to Maui County. They're on our island
it should be with Molokai. Mahalo.

CHAIR LEE: Thank you for your testimony. Members, questions? If not, thank you so much.

Mr. Clerk.
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MS. MANAOIS: Thank you. God bless you all.

CHAIR LEE: Bless you too.

DEPUTY COUNTY CLERK; The next person signed up to testify is Kerri-Lyn Abarra. To be
followed by Mike Moran.

CHAIR LEE; Good morning.

MS. KERRI-LYN ABARRA (testifying on Resolution No. 22-84):

Aloha. Good morning. My name is Kerri-Lynn Abarra. You know, my husband and I
have two daughters with a third on her way within the next couple of weeks, and just
saying we're all born and raised on the island of Maui. I am testifying on 22-84,
authorizing the disposition of real property to Housing and Land Enterprise of Maui for
Na Hale O Maui, and the waiver of the outstanding real property taxes.

1 am in support of this measure because, as a young family myself, I would like to own
a home in my own lifetime. My mother, who is currently on the Hawaiian Homes wait
list, but because she has a blood quantum. But at this moment, we don't know when
that will come to pass, where she could also own her own home. With this passage, it
is possible that it may allow me to own a house before my mother does. Right now,
my family and I are ready financially, you know, physically, mentally prepared for
homeownership. And with this measure, it does allot 19 properties to Na Hale O Maui.
And although it will not. it can't guarantee anything for my family and I, but it will allow
other families who are in similar situations to have the opportunities. And I won't be
too far behind that as well.

I am. you know, eager, ready to put some roots someplace in this, you know, in our
birthplace, and not have to move around, and rent all the time, and have our rent money
go someplace else versus into homeownership that it could then be passed down to
our children. And, you know, we, my husband and I would love our children to grow
up in a community with longtime neighbors, longtime friends that they can see, you
know, growing up throughout their lives, as they are still young. I kindly ask that Council
not wait, and to take action today so that myself and others don't have to wait any
longer for a home for our families. I appreciate your time on this Aloha Friday morning.
Thank you.

CHAIR LEE; Thank you. Members, any questions?

Member Kama.
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COUNCILMEMBER KAMA; Yes. You mentioned your children were young. How old are
they?

MS. ABARRA: My children are 9 and 5. And then, I have one coming within the next couple
of weeks.

COUNCILMEMBER KAMA: Thank you. And thank you for your testimony. Thank you, Chair.

CHAIR LEE: Any more questions? If not, thank you very much, Ms. Abarra.

DEPUTY COUNTY CLERK; The next person we have signed up to testify is Mike Moran. To
be followed by Kealoha Laemoa.

MR. MIKE MORAN. KIHEI COMMUNITY ASSOCIATION rtestifyina on Bill Nos. 57 (2022)
and 58 (202211:

Good morning. Chair Lee and Councilmembers. Mike Moran for the Kihei Community
Association. And my head gear may give you a tip that I'm going to change the topic
of testifying, and talk about safe bicycling in our, at least in our district and hopefully all
over our island.

I think we all hear, so often, about all the value of safe bicycling. Recently, we've been
hearing a lot of the problems of business-oriented bicycling Upcountry. We have kind
of an opposite situation in South Maui, where we don't have sufficient places for safe
bicycling. And yes, there's plenty places to bicycle for the class-A guys that will go
right out there with the cars and the high-speed roads. But for our keiki, for our old
haole goats like me, we want to be able to use a bicycle to do things, so we don't have
to use the vehicle. And we all go through that, well, we have climate change, and we
have pollution, and we have crowded roads. So, the more places we can make safe
bicycling, the better for our overall community.

The prime thing is getting the, the bicyclists and cars physically separated. And we
see examples of that on our island. In South Maui, we have a major highway. We still
call it the Mukulele [sic] Highway, where we have  a segregated bicycling lane, which is
so much safer. 100 percent safe? No, nothing is 100 percent safe, but much, much
safer. We have a manini greenway back in our 1998 plan. That greenway was going
to go all across Kihei. Well, we've had challenges with that.

So, what's the next best thing we can do if we can't have it separated? If it's going to
go along the roadway, how can we make it safer? Not the safest, but safer. And we
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have seen countless examples of this all over. And more recently we see it in Honolulu,
where they took a street, and they take the lane, and they paint it bright green. And
that's all it does to make the, the difference in the driver's mind. It's not just the white
line, which is like, looks like a shoulder, while it looks like something different. And
drivers have been shown in numerous tests that they are more aware of that, and they
stay away from it.

And that’s what we're talking about this morning in Bills 57 and 58. A pilot project that
we have been trying to get done for a decade. And we are as close as we ever will be
that Public Works said they will do it on a segment of Lipoa, which leads to three of our
schools. So, that can really help the keiki. And it can help the old goats like me who
want to go to the library, and to the farmers market tomorrow morning and have one
less car. We used to have a, a bike from here that that was their t-shirt, "one last car".

So, we ask you for your consideration on this. We realize this is manini compared to
these major issues. But it can help the whole island. Thank you for the time. And
Chair Lee, thank you for letting me go a little bit over time. Mahalo.

CHAIR LEE: Mahalo, Mike. Members, any questions? If not, thank you, Mike. Have a great
weekend.

MR. MORAN: Safe bicycling all. Aloha.

DEPUTY COUNTY CLERK: The next individual we have signed up to testify is Kealoha
Laemoa. To be followed by Tom Blackburn-Rodriguez.

MS. KEALOHA LAEMOA (testifying on Committee Report No. 22-26):

Aloha everybody. Can you hear me? Keani, you can hear me? You guys can hear
me?

CHAIR LEE: Yes, we can.

MS. LAEMOA: Aloha. My name is Kealoha Laemoa. I'm testifying in support of CR-28 [sic].
I support the Council recommendation to not send Proposal 1, district voting to the
ballot. And the reason why is because I do not want my freedom of designation to be
taken way. That is my right, and I don't want that to be taken away.

I support Proposal 8, the establishment of Department of ‘Oiwi Resources.




